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Our Chaucer Fields Heritage Map: A Tentative Glossary 

First Draft of 6 April 2012, Chaucer Fielder   

B Bus stops – public transport access points from where heightened visitor and local access 

to Chaucer Fields could easily be encouraged (but is not at the moment).   

“Beverley boughs” This could be a resonant name for this wonderful wooded area, 

including (but not limited to) both Native English Oaks and Oaks of North American origin 

(Red Oaks) , to underline the extent to which it is part of the historic setting for  Beverley 

Farmhouse (see below) . It can be spooky here at night, and fittingly, there is an ancient 

Kentish legal proverb “the father to the bough, the son to the plough”. This refers to a 

Gavelkind custom.
1
  The custom said that, should a land owning man be punished by being 

hung on “the bough” (wooden gallows), his male offspring need not be punished by 

disinheritance (inter-generational retention of the legal  right to continue to till family land). 

Beverley Farmhouse At the heart of the landscape since late medieval times.  Despite 

proximate modern developments by the University, it remains a wonderful ancient rural 

focal point in the landscape, while within easy walking of cycling distance of the historic 

urban centre of the city. (See http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en-443426-beverley-

farmhouse-canterbury)  

Bramble Tith (or Tye) Linch A ‘linch’ is a narrow patch of field. This land was part of Bramble 

Tith Field, according to Frances Hill’s map of 1705/06 (see also HOH) 

“Briary Borderlands” This area can be referred to as ‘borderlands’ because in the early 

eighteenth century the control of this space was a contentious point! When Frances Hill (see 

HOH below) charted how  the ‘bounds’ (boundaries) of the parishes of St Dunstans and St 

Stephens had traditionally been  articulated through ‘beating’ up to 1705, there seems to 

have been a large gap  here in terms of where each set of parishioners thought the dividing 

line should lie. Both were in effect claiming this territory  was in their parish. Canterbury 

Archaeological Trust research has shown that the dispute was settled soon after Hill’s 

mapping (in 1706) only after an intervention by local magistrates.     

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Gavelkind was the Anglo-Saxon legal arrangement for transmitting  property fairly between generations by 

sharing it between male offspring, and was a key institution in shaping Kent’s history.  It  was  retained in Kent 

for centuries after the Norman conquest (1066). This meant that, while most of the rest of England adopted 

feudal law - involving primogeniture, whereby the oldest son inherited all property, Kent was different in that 

it retained more ancient communal traditions of property distribution.  
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Bushy Acres Canterbury Archaeological Trust research reveals that in the eighteenth 

century and before, this part of the Southern Slopes used to be comprised of fields known 

by their acreage (“Seven Acres” and “Four Acres”) . Sometime in the nineteenth century, 

they were consolidated and known simply as ‘the Bushy field’. The language used here is 

composite terminology to capture both elements of the historical usage, and to make the 

link with the Acreage in  practice close by:  It is no accident that “Forty Acres Road” is 

situated due south of here (Ad is it a coincidence that this is almost exactly the same area as 

the pending Southern Slopes Village Green Application?)      

“Jack Cade’s Carvet”  Carvet is county dialect for hedge.  We need to remember ordinary 

people, just as much as members of the political elite like the Ropers.  This includes ordinary 

people who resist injustice and are prepared to speak truth to power in the face of hubris 

and bullying. While Kent-based Watt Tyler will spring to mind as the most well known 

Kentish rebel, Canterbury-born Jack Cade was a key protagonist in fifteenth century Kentish 

unrest, and he does not seem to have come to same unhappy ending!  It is now understood 

that, like his better known countryman, the movement that he led was inclusive, and was 

not limited to ‘peasants’ alone. 

CC1 “Chums’ corner”. A place where local and University people (students and staff) 

sometimes meet and chat. ‘Chum’ is also dialect for sparrow, and these relatively recent 

hedges are favoured by these birds 

CC2 “Castie commons.” ‘Castie’ refers in local dialect to the mole hills often to be found 

around here. ‘Commons’ to underscore this area is currently shared by everyone. 

CC3 “Cricketers’ commons”. In  summer 2011, when down on the lower part of Chaucer 

Fields for a picnic, we thought we heard the sound of leather on willow. I went up and found 

Dennis [not real name] from Wincheap (the Southern part of Canterbury, on the way 

towards Maidstone and Ashford) playing cricket here with his young family. He told me he 

had been coming here since he was a boy.  

“Chitter Carvet” Carvet is county dialect for hedge, and ‘chitter’ is a local word for wrens. 

Numerous wrens nest in and around this hedge.  

“Court’s Carvet” The Courts were tenant farmers at Beverley Farm over several generations 

from the second half of the seventeenth century to the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

Presumably they would have known and understood the land even better than the various 

legal owners who owned the farmhouse alongside other property during this time. Carvet is 

county dialect for hedge 

“Dicky-Poker-Hedge” This fine hedge is one of several providing a refuge for dunnocks, or 

hedge sparrows. It is a play on words: “Dicky-Hedge-Poker” is nineteenth century Kentish 

dialect for these birds.   



3 

 

“Green buffer bostal” Green buffer is the way vast numbers of local people and University 

staff and students point to the value of this place in its current unspoilt form. (Other 

favoured forms are “green lung”, “green belt”,  “our space”, and “green heritage”.)  This is 

acknowledged as relevant by national experts too. For example, in responding to the 2011 

Chaucer Fields planning application English Heritage advisor Alan Bryne stated that “ 

[Canterbury City] Council may wish to consider [the extent to which this development would 

involve] a loss over time of the ‘green  belt’ effect of the unbuilt hillsides that encircle the 

city and contribute to its distinctive historic character.”  Bo[r]stal in Kent historically refers 

to a climb up a hill (as with Bostal Hill on the descent to Whitstable).  

g “Grimond’s Graceful Gaze point”. A resting place to begin or finish appreciating the views 

available from the top of the fields, and convenient for all bus travellers and people on 

campus.  The bench to be found here is the main reminder that in the past, the University 

respected the place now known as Chaucer Fields as an unspoilt green space. It may date 

back to the time when Lord Grimond (Joe Grimond, former Liberal Party leader) was 

University Chancellor (1970 – 1990). In his forward to Graham Martin’s From Vision to 

Reality, the official history of the University published in 1990, he wrote: “The founders of 

the University were not like God who started the world on a clean sheet. ..they knew how to 

give when necessary…..They [were known to] retreat fairly gracefully before [a] tide of 

protest”. 

H “Henrician hotspot” This lies at the heart of this space. It may be seen as a Heritage 

hotspot for Henrys for several reasons. First, if heading north west, it  marks the beginning 

of what might be called “Penitence Peramble”, recalling the Angevin Henry’s regime (Henry 

II; see separate entry). Second, The  Canterbury Tales written by Geoffrey Chaucer after 

whom the fields are currently named, was completed just before, or at the beginning of the 

reign of a Lancastrian Henry (King Henry IV). Third, in 1969 (the year the Oaks Nursery was 

established), medieval pottery was found in the immediate vicinity. More information on 

the nature of this find is currently being sought, but since seven of the English  Monarchs 

named Henry were medieval, there’s a fair chance it was left her during the reign of one of 

them! Fourth, on a similarly general medieval note, the most striking tree here is a Sweet 

Chestnut, from where local and University people forage chestnuts in autumn. Such 

chestnuts were a basic ingredient in medieval cookery. Fifth, the end of the medieval 

period, under Henry VII, was a time when the man-made structures visible from here were 

dramatically evolving, both north and south. To the north, the core Wealden Hall 

component of Beverley Farmhouse was being finished; while to the south, the  famous Bell 

Harry Tower  of Canterbury Cathedral was completed in 1498 and would have made an 

extraordinary impression on late medieval observers. (Also to the south at the edge of the 

city, Westgate towers had already been standing for over 100 years.) 
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HOH “Hills Oaken Haven”. Hills refers to Frances Hill, who over 300 years ago produced a 

wonderful map of this locale, demonstrating the provenance of several paths, hedges and 

other features still with us today,.  This tranquil group of native oak trees is described to as a 

‘haven’ because it is currently a favourite spot for safe play amongst local children.  

“Jays corner” has a double meaning. On one hand it draws our attention to the several pairs 

of Jays which currently nest on or around Chaucer Fields, whose vivid flashes of pink and 

blue feathers add to the colour and vibrancy of Chaucer Field life.  It also refers to Jay, one 

of the most active and consistent student enthusiasts for this place. As part of Kent Union’s  

Conservation Society’s contribution to the ‘Creative Campus’ initiative, Jay and others 

nurtured and tended this part of the fields around 2009/10. They joined University staff, 

local people to share the fields by “hanging out”:  chatting, and playing music together 

around here in summer 2011 (as well as leading on the widely celebrated ‘Chinese Lantern’ 

event a few months earlier).  

LM “Lob-low lees” To “lob low” in local dialect used to mean to lie low, or lie down, 

especially to avoid being seen.  This is one of several  tranquil places on the fields which  is 

often chosen by people to relax in summer by reading, sunbathing and so on. “Lees” can 

mean common space or pasture ground.  

m “Mount’s Remaining Tree”  This is speculation: In the second half of the nineteenth 

century a blacksmith, George Mount, acquired some of this land to grow roses, and 

eventually went on to manage many acres of orchards across this site. Orchards appear to 

have first been cultivated in this vicinity for about 150 years before Mount, but  how their 

shape and scale varied between the eighteenth and nineteenth century is apparently still 

not understood. In any case,  orchards were to endure here into the late twentieth century. 

It is generally reported that all remaining fruit trees were grubbed up by the University in 

the late 1980s. Yet since this gnarled and bent tree seems old and full of character, it may  

be a legacy of Mount’s era, or even earlier.  It certainly still produces apples which are 

natural bounty for any interested passing people! 

ML “Murder Lees” Murder here can have two meanings. First, tied in with “Penitence 

Peramble” Thomas a Beckett’s slaughter just a couple of miles from here springs to mind, 

but there are other grisly associations too, such as the placing of Sir Thomas Moore’s head 

in St Dunstan’s church ( at the heart of St Dunstan’s parish south west of here.) Second, 

Murder is one of the collective nouns used for groups of crows. A range of members of the 

crow family often congregate here, including Carrion Crows, Rooks and Magpies.  “Lees” can 

mean common space or pasture ground. 
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“Penitence peramble” We could name this path to reflect on the fact that there is no better 

route from where to experience a breath taking view of the city as a whole, and in particular 

to take in not only the fourteenth century Westgate Towers, and the Cathedral, but also to 

view St Dunstan’s church.  Witnessing these buildings together has a special national 

historical resonance not matched by viewing them separately,  because of  their joint 

significance for State-Church relations, as embodied in the relationship between King Henry 

II and Thomas-a-Becket. Henry II famously did penance for his role in Beckett’s murder by 

walking remorsefully with sackcloth and ashes from St Dunstans Church, via Westgate 

tower, to the Cathedral.  (Since Lambarde’s  famous “A Perambulation of Kent” published in 

1576, the county of Kent and perambulation have been forever intertwined!)  

“Picnic Playstool” Because it is relatively level, this is currently one of the most popular 

places to hold picnics and/or play sports on Chaucer Fields (rounders and football, for 

example). ‘Playstool’ in Kentish dialect can mean a place of recreation.  

“Roper’s Twitchell”  The Roper family were key actors in the medieval and early modern 

history of Canterbury and Kent.  It seems they owned Beverley Farm, and John Roper may 

have been responsible for some part of the building. His son William Roper is now most 

widely remembered through Roper Gate in St Dunstans. Referring to the pathway and 

hedges, at least one of which is of medieval origins, and which heads towards the farm 

recognises this. It goes with the grain of this pattern of recognition for the Roper family 

south of the site (Roper road, Roper close etc). “Twitchell” is not specific to Kent, but is just 

a great word. It  probably has its etymological origins further north, and refers to a path 

with hedges on both sides.     

RR “Ruddock Rood” A Ruddock is Kent dialect for Robin – a bird often found on this part of 

the field (and elsewhere). Rood is an imperial unit of land, meaning a quarter of one acres 

S “Scramble point” You’ll currently need to scramble through the hedge to follow the 

historically correct path at the Southern corner  of Dover Down Field! Help with alignment is 

naturally provided by two fine native oaks at the adjacent side of the field, one free standing 

next to “Green Buffer Bostal” (a tree favoured for climbing by local children) and the other 

inside  “Roper’s Twitchell”.  

“Sackfield’s Saunters” The Sackfields were the owners of Beverley Farm (and presumably 

the associated land on the Southern Slopes) in the late seventeenth century. Close to the 

farmhouse,  what are called here “Beverley boughs” (whether wooded or not at the time) 

could have been a place where members of the family could have strolled with the tenants 

(the Courts)  who managed  the farm, perhaps  to talk about the challenges of farming at 

the time.  
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“Saints’ Salty Went” Frances Hills’ map from 1705/06 (see HOH) shows very clearly that the 

part of the traditional path from Whitstable and Blean Church into Canterbury  city was 

situated within Dover Down field and so inside Chaucer Fields, rather than in Sand Pett Field 

and outside it. This part of the path seems to be situated more or less midway as the crow 

flies (and they do!) between the Cathedral and the Church.  It is extremely well trodden and 

shows that, despite the existence of the “wrong way footpath” (see below), many local 

people prefer to follow ancient historical precedents (consciously or otherwise).  ‘Saints’ 

draws our attention to the fact that  in most of the directions in which the walker proceeds, 

she is reminded of Saints: St Dunstans, St Stephens, St Edmund and  Thomas, St Cosmus and 

St Damian (heading north to Blean church),  not to mention the numerous Saints associated 

with Canterbury Cathedral!  ‘Salty’ balances this with a more secular reference, because of 

the ancient importance of the salt trade. Finally ‘went’ is local dialect for way’   

Southern Slopes This refers the expanse of currently largely unspoilt land East of Chaucer 

College sloping gently down towards the river Stour. The Western part of the Slopes 

connect into the main University of Kent Campus, and 43 acres of this area is currently 

subject to a Village Green Application. Since the University owns in total more than 500 

acres, this space actually only accounts for less than 10 per cent of University land. Since 

Chaucer Fields itself occupies only around a quarter of these Western Southern Slopes, it in 

turn represents less than 2 per cent of the University’s total land holdings.   

“Wells’ way”  Many University bound cyclists turn off the bridleway and use this track as a 

short cut on the ride up to central and eastern parts of the University campus. Wells here 

refers to Kent-born H.G. Wells (born in Bromley in 1866) who wrote the comic novel 

“Wheels of Chance” in which he said “When I see an adult on a bicycle, I do not despair for 

the future of the human race”! He would have enjoyed it here.     

“Wrong Way footpath” This stretch of the public footpath (CC5) seems to be historically 

inaccurate, and has therefore been labelled “Wrong Way footpath”.     

YY “Yaffle Yeards” recognises that green woodpeckers, one of Kent’s most iconic birds, can 

often be seen here.  Yaffle for many people brings to mind ‘Professor Yaffle’ of Bagpuss 

fame. Bagpuss was one of the late Oliver Postgate and Peter Firmin’s much-loved children’s 

programmes.  Professor Yaffle is a cantankerous old wooden green woodpecker who comes 

to life alongside other apparently inanimate objects in a small shop.  Peter Firmin now lives 

locally in Blean, holds an honorary MA from the University of Kent and the freedom of the 

City of Canterbury, and with his family has numerous local community connections. Less 

well known now is that referring to a green woodpeckers as ‘yaffle’ is, in fact, old  Kentish 

tradition (as recognised in London-born romantic novelist Charlotte Turner Smith’s 1792 

novel Desmond). One (obscure) meaning of ‘yeard’ is a quarter of an acre (an alternative to 

rood).   

    


