
            A MESSAGE FROM THE SAVE CHAUCER FIELDS GROUP            

 

NEWS UPDATE ABOUT THE VILLAGE GREEN APPLICATION AND THE UNIVERSITY’S REVISED SCHEME!! 

Thank you to all who attended the hearing of the Village Green Application in the Westgate Hall on Tuesday. The 

decision made to hold a Public Inquiry will result in further delaying the University’s plans, as the Public Inquiry will 

probably not take place until March 2013 and a final decision would be made some 4 or 5 months later. 

However this does not stop the University from continuing with its Planning Application.  The University’s new 

proposals have now been published and can be seen on their consultation website at: 

 http://www.kent.ac.uk/consultation2012/proposal.html 

The University authorities claim to have “listened to the local community”.  They are now proposing to locate the new 

accommodation for 782 students away from Chaucer Fields, near the new Keynes College accommodation blocks 

above the Innovation Centre.  So far so good.   We believe that although the development on this site, north of the 

University Road, will have some negative consequences, the damage will not be as profound as on the Chaucer Fields 

site. On the proposals for student accommodation, then, our campaign has been effective, and we welcome the fact 

that it has been listened to. 

HOWEVER, THE UNIVERSITY IS STILL PROPOSING TO BUILD A HOTEL / CONFERENCE CENTRE ON THE ‘CHAUCER FIELDS’ 

SITE, on the main field for which the previous application was made.  So the new proposals would still destroy this 

open green space which is so much valued by local people and by University staff and students.  The listening, it 

seems, has been very limited and selective.  We will therefore continue to oppose the proposal to build on Chaucer 

Fields. 

The University has arranged two consultation events: 

On Saturday 22nd September in the Dolche Vita restaurant in Keynes College.  Exhibition open: 10.00-13.00 and   

14.00-17.00, formal presentations at 11.00am and 15.00pm. 

On Monday 24th September in the Conference Suite, Darwin College.  Exhibition open: 12.00-14.00 and 17.00-19.00. 

Please try to attend one of these events, if possible one of the formal presentations on the Saturday.  Please make 

your views clear, preferably in writing so that they cannot be ignored.  

Please also be aware that any written comments that you make relate only to the public consultation, they do not 

count as an objection to a Planning Application. 

When the revised Planning Application is submitted, we will notify you by newsletter and ask you to send the City 

Council’s Planning and Regeneration Department a written objection to the Hotel / Conference Centre application, as 

many of you did to the original Application. 

Many people have asked about the relationship between the Planning Application and the Village Green Application. 

Planning Permission can be granted while the Village Green Application remains undecided. However, work on the 

part of the development which is still on Chaucer Fields cannot begin until a decision on the Village Green Application 

has been made.  And if the application is approved and the fields become a Village Green, the building of the Hotel / 

Conference Centre on the fields cannot proceed. 

WE STILL INTEND TO SAVE CHAUCER FIELDS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS TO ENJOY. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT TO THIS VITALLY IMPORTANT CAMPAIGN. 

 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/consultation2012/proposal.html

